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petticoats to enable them to have their desired shape. The issue was that wearing these garment layers was extremely rigid and
heavy. Many women __17 _ the inconvenience of petticoats for beauty. The hoop skirt was an evolution of the petticoat and
created a lighter, more convenient solution.

One of the most valued attributes in the Victorian Era was social status, or displaying wealth. Wearing a hoop skirt at that
time was a clear indication of such success. Beyond the acquisitive aspects, the hoop skirt served a similar purpose to the
petticoats. In crowded areas, the hoop skirt also served as a shield or barrier. The __ 18  width aided in achieving more
personal space.

Nonetheless, the hoop skirt had as many flaws as advantages. The width that provided more personal space also increased
the risk of entangling oneself or _ 19  around open flames, which was common in Victorian homes. The popularity
continued for a while despite these flaws, though, _ 20  how important fashion and social status were at the time. No doubt,
hoop skirts are an important stage in the history of women’s clothing.

16. (A) Prior to (B) Aside from (C) By means of (D) In keeping with
17. (A) predicted (B) protested (C) endured (D) ensured

18. (A) compact (B) tempting (C) flexible (D) massive

19. (A) cooling down (B) catching fire (C) standing still (D) bending over
20. (A) that illustrates (B) to illustrate (C) illustrating (D) illustrated

The Birdcage Effect is a subtle exemplification of how our thoughts can sway us. It might make us _ 21  psychological
pressure. One suggestion for escaping the metaphorical birdcage is to understand what you truly need and to see less value in
22 and other materialistic items. It is important to be mindful and think independently, rather than relying on social norms.
Another way of escaping isto __ 23 by telling people around you about your goal and cultivate a mindset that can positively
impact your purchasing habits.

That being said, you can utilize the Birdcage Effect in a manner that can lead to self-improvement. The psychological
impact of the Birdcage Effect can be _ 24  to encourage positive behavior. One example of this is to purchase items such as
books or pens for a child, which could lead them to read or take notes. Every so often, we may be affected by the pressure of
society and psychology itself. _ 25 , by understanding the concept better, you can use it in a beneficial way. This can remind
us that sometimes the best course of action is to let go of the cage instead of seeking the missing or matching item.

21. (A) getrid of (B) lose track of (C) trace back to (D) fall victim to
22. (A) recreations (B) possessions (C) confessions (D) sensations
23. (A) consider yourself incompetent (B) hold yourself accountable

(C) make yourself respectable (D) find yourself inspired
24. (A) excluded (B) inherited (C) harnessed D) mzmamaomm
25. (A) However (B) Instead (C) Namely (D) Furthermore

Christmastime is a period filled with tradition. From hanging ornaments and fashioning homemade gifts to inviting friends
and family into our homes, Christmas is a joyous occasion. One peculiar tradition is sharing a kiss under the mistletoe.
Mistletoe is a parasitic plant that _ 26 water and nutrients from various tree species. It is often found with white or red
berries. Though it seems to be harmless, ingesting any part of this plant is _ 27  due to the toxic compounds found in it.
However, folklore claims that a couple can draw good fortune from sharing a kiss under the plant.

Some historical accounts describe a custom whereby a berry is plucked for each kiss given. __28  all the berries were
taken, the plant’s charm was considered spent. It’s unknown exactly where this tradition originates, __ 29 _ many believing it
to have emerged in 18th century England. Scholars speculate that mistletoe’s symbolic significance can be _ 30  to the
ancient Celts. They revered it as a symbol of fertility and possibly even used it medicinally. Whatever its origin, it’s still a
playful pretext to steal a kiss at Christmas.

26. (A) assaults (B) extracts (C) allocates (D) ensures
27. (A) applicable (B) essential (C) hazardous (D) contagious
28. (A) Since (B) Though (C) Unless (D) Once

29. (A) with (B) and (C) for "~ (D) which

30. (A) set back (B) shut down (C) traced back (D) taken apart
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plans change without discussion, I feel upset because it disrupts my sense of control.” This approach communicates the root
cause of your frustration and opens the door to collaboration.

While I-statements are not a universal solution for every communication problem, they provide a valuable foundation for
building bridges of understanding. By stating personal feelings and experiences, I-statements reduce blame and create an
environment where both parties can work together toward consensus and resolution.

45. What is the main idea of this passage?
(A) I-statements are helpful for improving communication and resolving conflicts.
(B) Mutual understanding and empathy are vital for relationships and partnerships.
(C) Personality and speech patterns influence how people communicate with others.
(D) Experts suggest using the “I-statements” strategy to act in one’s own best interest.

46. Which usage of the word “navigate” is closest to the one in the first paragraph?
(A) The pilot navigated the plane safely through the storm.
(B) The sailors used a compass to navigate across the ocean.
(C) Jack navigated the website to find the information he needed.
(D) Eva had to navigate through the challenges of managing a difficult project.

47. Which of the following is an I-statement?
(A) You make me feel like I'm not important when you ignore my calls.
(B) You’re not pulling your weight. I can’t handle everything on my own. It’s exhausting.
(C) You never care about how I feel. You’re always inconsiderate, and that’s why I’m mad at you.
(D) When you come home late without telling me in advance, I feel worried because I don’t know if you’re safe.

48. Which of the following is closest in meaning to “accusatory” in the third paragraph?
(A) Sympathetic. (B) Indifferent. (C) Condemning. (D) Embarrassed.

2)

Imagine stepping into a lively restaurant, where the familiar clinking of utensils and the hum of conversation once set the
tone for a dining experience. Now, there’s a new addition to the symphony: the click of smartphone cameras as diners capture
the perfect shot of their meals. In today’s digital world, dining has evolved beyond its role as nourishment. This shift has given
rise to “foodstagramming”, a trend where meals are photographed before consumption. Food photos are hugely popular on
social media because they are easy to create and relevant to almost everyone. Photos of a special meal or a rich, vibrant drink
don’t just look visually appealing on Instagram—they also portray a lifestyle filled with fun and pleasure.

Believe it or not, photographing your meals before eating might have surprising benefits. Research indicates that it can
improve the perceived taste of indulgent dishes. The study involved participants who photographed desserts like red velvet cake
before eating them. Those who took photos described the cake as tasting better than those who did not. The findings suggest
that photographing food can enhance our enjoyment, especially for indulgent treats.

Foodstagramming also has its downsides. The behavior, driven by the pursuit of a perfect food shot, can sometimes become
an unhealthy obsession at the cost of nutritional value. Social media is flooded with images of pizza and burgers, which often
receive a lot of likes and shares. This frequent exposure to tempting junk food can cause people to prefer these items over
healthier options, possibly resulting in weight gain and poor eating habits. In addition, foodstagramming might contribute to the
comparison trap on social media. Seeing others’ posts of fancy meals online can make people feel inadequate. While taking
photos of food can make eating more enjoyable, it is crucial to maintain a healthy diet and a balanced lifestyle.

49. What does “symphony” in the first paragraph mean?
(A) The sound of camera clicks.
(B) A form of musical composition.
(C) A blend of various sounds and actions.
(D) The background music of a restaurant.

50. Which of the following disadvantages of foodstagramming is NOT mentioned in the passage?
(A) The trend might contribute to an increase in body weight.
(B) The trend can result in wasting food in pursuit of a perfect photo.
(C) The trend may lead to frustration when people see others’ fancy meals.
(D) The trend can encourage poor eating habits by exposing people to junk food.

[%48:#% 78]
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(4) There are two deserts in Egypt that couldn’t be more different. This difference is reflected in their names as well. They are
the Black Desert and the White Desert. Both areas lie within Egypt’s Western Desert, which stretches west from the Nile to the
Libyan border. This vast region is popular for tourists that are looking to camp, hike, stargaze, and check out some very unique
sights.

The Black Desert gets its name from the piles of dark volcanic stones that cover the landscape. Some of these mounds can
reach 20 meters high and are great spots to take in the beauty of the area. The Black Desert used to be an ancient forest. Visitors
may be able to spot fossilized shrubs and leaves which indicate that the place used to look quite different from how it does now.

Not too far away is the White Desert. This area is covered with white stone structures that rise out of the white sand. While
the Black Desert was once forest, the White Desert used to be covered by an ocean. The structures are actually made of white
chalk which was formed from the shells of ancient sea animals. Impressive formations and fossils of ancient marine life can be
found in this desert, which some tourists describe as otherworldly.

Usually a tour to either place, or both, includes a night out under the stars. With no civilization around for miles, you can
see more stars than you ever thought possible. The stunning sight of millions of stars overhead at night may even overshadow
the incredible views these two deserts have during the daytime.

57. What do we know about White Desert and Black Desert after reading this passage?
(A) They are the most popular of all the deserts in Egypt.
(B) They are of the same size, though in different colors.
(C) They have remained unchanged for many years.
(D) They both lie within Egypt’s Western Desert.

58. Which of the following is a true statement about the Black Desert?
(A) Visitors can find fossilized shells there.
(B) It is off-limits to visitors after sunset.
(C) Trees were once abundant in this region.

(D) Itis of great value to astronomers.

59. Which of the following is closest in meaning to “otherworldly” in the third paragraph?
(A) Dull and ordinary.
(B) Strange and unreal.
(C) Realistic and familiar.

(D) Woody and appealing.

60. Which statement would the author most likely agree with?
(A) Cities and towns can have dramatic effect on how we see the nighttime skies.
(B) The Black Desert is comprised of the White Desert, the Western Desert, and the Nile.
(C) There must have been intense volcanic activity in the White Desert.

(D) Only bones and shells of animals can form fossils.

RTEEFRAZRSL
VI. 24 6%

Hidden from sight under a depth of more than 20 meters of water in the Bay of Mecklenburg off Germany’s north coast sits
a huge structure believed to have been built over 10,000 years ago. It is made of nearly 300 large granite stones and another
1,400 smaller ones. Called the Blinkerwall, it stretches almost a kilometer across the seafloor, yet it is only under a meter, on
average, in height. Its discovery is most certainly a significant archaeological find, and it offers some fascinating insight into
the lives of ancient humans.

How was this amazing discovery made? The Blinkerwall was unearthed by a team from Kiel University in Germany. The
scientists used sophisticated technology that employed hydroacoustic imaging, which involves recording electrical signals that
display changes in water pressure caused by sound waves in water. By using autonomous underwater vehicles and with the help
of scientific divers, researchers were able to map the full extent of the wall.

Scientists believe that at the time the Blinkerwall was constructed, the Earth was just emerging from the last Ice Age. There
is evidence that the stones, the largest of which measure less than a meter in height and two meters in width, were placed very
carefully together and were definitely not the result of natural forces. Researchers hypothesize that the region’s early
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